
Sing with Pride Plans for 2019 Season 

Hi Everyone 
Our 2019 season commenced with our AGM at the end of January. We 
reflected on what we had enjoyed about 2018 and on the things that we 
would like to see for SWP this year. We held an election of our steering 
group. As no one new came forward for election and all of the current 
steering group are happy to continue for another year, it was unanimously 
agreed to re-elect: Chair: Stevie; Secretary: Zuzka (until she sadly leaves us 
in July so please have a think about whether you could take on this role); 
Treasurer: David; Members: Deborah and Julia.

Decision-making 
Although we have a steering group to manage the general affairs of the 
choir. It is one of our core principles that SWP makes decisions as a whole 
choir. Therefore, we will regularly ask for your views on plans and any 
performance requests either during rehearsal break or by email. 

Upcoming Events 
The following was discussed at our rehearsal on Thursday 14th March. 
Charlie is able to conduct us for all performances. Please could you let me 
(Stevie) know what dates you are able to attend as it will impact on our 
ability to accept these invitations and it is not good to let people down once 
we have committed. 

Slight change to Rehearsal Schedule 

As Charlie was unable to take us for rehearsal on the first week of this block 
we have agreed to do the sixth session at the end of this block which will be 
Thursday 18th April. Therefore we will only break for one week at Easter and 
return on Thursday 2nd May. 

Transgender Day of Visibility: Workshop Thursday 28th March 

SWP sings in harmony to celebrate diversity and challenge inequality and 
we wish to support trans people to find their singing voices in a safe, 
welcoming and supportive space. We have therefore designated the 
Thursday closest to Trans Day of Visibility as a workshop in which we invite 
trans people and cis allies to sing with us, with a particular focus on our 
trans (or trans authored) songs. There is a poster on the facebook and 
website. Please share widely and also spread the word to anyone who may 
be interested. This session is free for new people. 



Stody Rainbow Garden Party, Saturday 25th May 1pm-5pm 
SWP have again been invited to sing at the Stody Rainbow Garden Party  
on Saturday 25th May. Last year we sang amongst the azealias and on the 
terrace on what was a lovely sunny day. Stody Lodge is a beautiful venue 
and a lovely day out for family and friends. Norwich Pride are selling 
afternoon teas and would love it if anyone could make a cake for this. We 
will have a chat about set list for this event over the next few weeks. 

Take That Party, Thursday 30th May 

David Shenton is a cartoonist who has done some amazing art work 
depicting the LGBT+ community. He has invited people involved with 
Norwich Pride including Sing with Pride to a “Take That” party at his house 
on Thursday 30th May which is our rehearsal evening. David lives on 
Bracondale and overlooks the football ground. On that evening Take That 
are performing at Carrow Road. He has suggested that we join him for a 
“singaround” and listen to the concert from his terrace. Charlie is happy to 
do this and we will be on a bit of a post Stody Rainbow Garden Party high. 

British Museum LGBTQ History Exhibition Launch at the Millennium 
Library in the Forum, Saturday 8th June 7-9pm 
The library has invited SWP to sing at the launch of the touring exhibition 
Desire, Love, Identity: Exploring LGBTQ Histories. We could request to sing 
at the beginning of the evening if you can’t make the whole event. 

Pride Guide launch at the Forum, Friday 28TH June 7pm 
Norwich Pride would like SWP to perform at the launch of the Pride Guide. 
This year is the 50th anniversary of the Stonewall riots so the guide will be a 
bumper souvenier edition and hopefully lots of people there. SWP are very 
much loved by the Norwich Pride community and it could be a good 
recruitment and PR opportunity. 

Norwich Pride, Saturday 27th July 
SWP will have 2 tables immediately outside the Forum. The cost of the stall 
is covered by Norwich Pride as thanks for all our work. We use these tables 
for fundraising and promotion. Julia sells rainbow jewellery and gives a 
percentage of the profit to SWP. Has anyone else got ideas for things to 
make and sell? Fundraising is vital for allowing us to offer free events and 
bursaries and last year we bought our keyboard. We have several options 
for how to perform on the day. This year Norwich Pride have designated 
July as Pride Month for the Stonewall 50 celebrations. We could promote 
our rehearsals in July as a package, so that people who can’t commit to 
singing all year round could join specifically for Pride. Thoughts please…. 

!



Hand in Hand UK LGBT Choirs’ Festival Cardiff, 16th-18th August 
SWP have registered to sing at this event which is hugely enjoyable and a 
great way to meet and hear other LGBT choirs large and small from around 
the country. We have a 15 minute set and our unique OUT140 
performances are always extremely well received. People signed up to go 
so far are: Shell, Stevie, Deborah, Zuzka, Dela, Lizzie, Julia, Steve, Andrew, 
David. If you would like to go but need some financial support to help you 
get there, please speak to David. This is why we do our fundraising. The 
festival choir will need to do some additional rehearsals leading up to this, to 
be confirmed. We don’t have to sing all of our set as a whole choir. It might 
be that a couple or a few people would like to do a song and therefore could 
practice together. 

Sing with Pride 10th Birthday Party 
This year SWP are 10 years old! We plan to invite choir members new and 
old to a Summer Garden Party (hopefully in a gorgeous garden venue 
beside the seaside!) Date TBC but likely to be end of August or early 
September. 

Transgender Day of Remembrance (20th November) and World Aids 
Day (1st December) 
We look forward to talking to Father Christopher’s replacement at St John’s 
on Timberhill to make plans for this year’s services. 

Christmas Quiz 
This is usually the first Monday after World Aids Day - date to be confirmed.  

Rehearsal Dates for 2019

Block 2: 7/3/19 to 18/4/19 - 1 week break

Block 3: 2/5/19 to 6/6/19 - 1 week break. 

Block 4: 20/6/19 to 25/7/19 - 5 week break. 

Block 5: 5/9/19 to 10/10/19 - 1 week break

Block 6: 4/10/19 to 28/11/19 - Christmas break


